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00:06 
CD: So what specifically did you know about the strange relations 
between Japan and the United States? 


WD: At my level we um knew absolutely nothing about it, absolutely 
nothing. We were just staying out to Pearl Harbor, Hawaiian area to 
have a nice time as far as we were concerned; that’s the truth. 


00:31 
CD: Could you describe what life was like on Oahu on a big 
battleship... 


WD: On the battleship? 
CD: Well just the overall sense of the island. What was life like there? 


00:46 

WD: Well, we cruise around the different islands. We stopped over at 
uh, on um Maui, uh. The entire fleet was there...the year before I 
forget w- at the far end of uh Maui. I can’t even think of the name of 
the...the landing. But all the-all the fleet was anchored there, and the 
b-the b- liberty ships came in and the guys all went ashore. It was a 
small island, there was nothing there at that time, and all of these 
sailors got off of the liberty boats, and there you could see all the 
white caps bobbing down the street and my God there was hundreds 
of sailors there, but there was nothing to do. If they’d get drunk 
they’d go back to the ships. But...we’d go out, we’d cruise around. 
They did so much bombard- practicing bombarding. I forget uh what 
island they’d shoot out there to uh practice their bombarding. And uh, 
we’d just cruise around there and then we finally went back to Pearl 
Harbor on uh, let’s see, that was- we went in December 5, and the 
after that would have been Friday, December 5. Everyb- all the 
battleships were tied up that afternoon in the harbor, (02:12) and 
then on Saturday uh we went ashore, I went ashore with some of the 
other guys. And then Sunday morning I was down in my uh- 


CD: Let’s hold off on Sunday morning...quite yet. 
WD: Okay. We won’t hit that yet. 
CD: I mean we're getting there. 


WD: But Saturday I went ashore, and went out to Waikiki, and uh k- 
walked around, spent time on the beach, in the sand, and then back to 
the ship. There really wasn’t much to do out there at that time. It was 
very quiet. 


02:46 
CD: Was that typically what you did on leave? 


WD: Ye-on vaca-on uh liberty 
CD: Liberties- 


WD: They were called liberties, yeah. Uh just scout around, see what 
was going on, and a lot of the guys got liquored up, but I never drank 
much myself. (03:03) I was raised too properly (he smiles). But we 
always enjoyed ourselves. 


03:11 
CD: What was the- was Hawaii a high-strung place? Describe the pace 
of life when you were on liberty. 


WD: Oh no, it was very quiet. There was- actually there weren’t many 
people. There weren’t many visitors at Waikiki at that time. In later 
years there was much, much more, but at that time there weren’t that 
many. It was just a very friendly place. In fact, at that time at Waikiki 
the only hotels were the Royal Hawaiian and the k-...the one at the far 
end of uh Waikiki, I forget the name of it. But there-there only the two 
hotels at that time. Now if you go there there’s probably 50 to 100 of 
them, it’s all solid built in, but it wasn’t at that time, it wasn’t. 


CREW INTERRUPTION from 04:03 to 04:34 

CD: So December 7 comes around. Can you describe that day to me, 
paint us a scene of where you were, what you did, what you saw, what 
happened? 


04:44 

WD: I’ve done this many times. I was sitting in my bunk reading the 
morning- the daily advertiser from Honolulu- Honolulu Advertiser, and 
uh we got hit uh with a torpedo about five minutes of eight. And uh 
they said, “All hands man your battle stations, general quarters,” and 


we did. We went scooting up, and I guess, I’m-I’m, we didn’t get hit at 
five minutes, that’s a little later. We got to our battle station and I was 
uh, my bunk room’s on the third deck on the starboard side aft, and I 
walked all the way forward on the starboard side, crossed over, and 
went down two more levels. I was five decks down (05:32) in the five- 
inch broadside magazine. And uh, we’d just got there and a few 
minutes they said, “Send up ammunition.” Well I assure you, I didn’t 
know what was going on. I said, “Do you want live ammunition, or do 
you want practice?” Well they, “We want live ammunition.” Well I 
knew then something serious was happening. (05:54) So we started 
sending up ammunition. We- it was a hoist, you’d put uh, this was five 
inch caliber, five inch diameter shells, they weighed about 85 to 90 
lbs. We’d put a shell in the hoist it’d go-it’d go up and then a pack can 
of powder behind it, and this hoist just kept going, and then it would 
go up to the third deck where there was a uh long conveyer belt, and 
it would deliver ‘em to the different guns. (06:25) Now these shells 
had no timer or a key- fuse on them, so they had to hit something in 
order to uh explode. Well they were shooting these broadside shells... 
at the planes that they were coming in, and they couldn’t hit ‘em, it 
was impossible. And so where did those shells go? Now don’t tell 
anybody this, it’s-it’s a secret, they just went over and landed in 
Honolulu, and we probably killed some of the- there were 69 civilians 
killed, and they were probably results of our guns- bullets- shells 
going over there. (07:08) But uh, shortly after they- after we started 
shooting, a torpedo exploded against our...port side, just forward of 
where ou- my magazine was. It hit between turret one and two, and 
uh it really didn’t bother us. Now I had three Filipino mess boys 
working with me as-as ammo passers. Now they were brighter than I, 
they were over in the c-corner on their knees saying a prayer. Uh I 
wasn’t that bright, I didn’t do that. But uh it was very bad. Now uh...a 
few minutes later this torpedo hit between turret one and two, and uh 
shortly thereafter the rivets had been split in the bulkhead, and water 
started coming in, and it was salt water. Now that’s not good. And 
shortly later we had water up to our waist, and we had to uh move on 
up to the upper decks. So I went up to the third deck where I spent 
the rest of the day with the firefighting uh division, helping fight fires 
in the ship. 


(08:23) 
CD: When the torpedoes hit, 


WD: Now let me tell you, I uh I’ve missed something there. It hit 
between turret one and two, which would have exploded their 
powder, but all of the 14-inch powder had been removed the day 
before. It was in a lighter or a-a barge along the starboard sides of the 
ship. All of our 14-inch powder was in that barge, and if they had hit 


that it would have knocked the entire harbor out, that was for sure. 
What they were doing is putting in larger, um bags of powder so the 
shells would go further, and there was a uh, our new ammunition and 
powder was coming in from Lualualei, the ammunition d-depot by 
barge, and it was coming around en route at that time. (09:24) But 
they did not bother that any. That was lucky. 


09:32 
CD: Were you aware that you were underway? 


WD: Well yes, w-when we got underway this- after this torpedo hit, 
and we then moved out and started down the channel to head out. 
Now we were moored astern of the Arizona, and she was burning, she 
had been hit, had blown up, and was burning terrible fire. And uh, as 
we went by it we moved out and started down the channel, but the 
heat from the Arizona fires were so bad, the guys up on deck put their 
bodies over the shells they had there, and over the ammunition so 
they would not explode. (10:13) But as we moved down the channel 
the second wave of planes came over, and they saw the Neva-Nevada 
getting underway, and we were hit with five to seven bombs, and 
many near misses. Now we moved on down the channel and we nose 
up on the- at Hospital Point, on- that would be on the port side of the- 
left side of the channel going out, and after a short time two tugs took 
a hold and pushed us right across the channel to Waipi’o point, where 
we settled to the bottom. Now we sat right there and took it two days 
before it reached all th-what cleared down, but uh... It settled there 
for quite some time. 


11:03 
CD: At the time, when those torpedoes hit, were you aware that they 
were torpedoes? What did you think they were? 


WD: Well we were hit with only one torpedo, I-if I...no we really didn’t 
know what it was, honestly we didn’t. And as we moved down the 
channel we could hear the shells- or the bombs hitting up on deck. We 
knew then that it was- we were in serious trouble. But the t-first 
torpedo, we really didn’t know what it was, yeah. 


11:34 
CD: What went through your mind when they asked you for live 
ammunition? 


WD: Well, I asked, “Do you want practice ammunition or live 
ammunition?” Well they wanted live ones- ammunition. I knew then 
that something serious was coming up. Now our broad- broad- 
broadside guns, they- we had five on each side of the ship, and all they 


would do is shoot out (he motions with his hands) like that. They were 
not anti-aircraft guns; there was no anti-aircraft. So they would only 
shoot out at that level, and that’s what they did when we sent up the 
Shells, th-they fired out at that direction. 


12:14 
CD: When did you finally come topside? 


WD: It was 4:30 in the afternoon. We had moved down the channel, 
and we were- had settled Waipi’o point, and I was still down on the 
third deck helping fight fires in the forward part of the ship. And I got 
up topside at 16:30, and I looked down the channel, and there was the 
fire, and the smoke from the ships that were hit and burning down 
there, and I said very plainly, “Somebody’s going to catch hell for 
this...begory.” (12:52) And they did, the Japanese. 


12:58 
CD: Describe to us what you saw and what you thought when you 
went topside. 


13:11 

WD: Well I looked down the harbor, and I could see all of the fires, 
the ships that were on fire, the smoke was pouring out of them like 
the Arizona, and out of the uh Hellen I think it was, the fire and the 
smoke was pouring out of them, and you could just see it, and we 
knew what the other ships had been hit, because we came by the 
West Virginia, it was settled, the Oklahoma was capsized, laying on its 
side. They’d both been hit by nine torpedoes. The California was in 
the sinking condition. It had been hit by two torpedoes, and it was on 
fire, smoking. And we moved on down, and I looked back, and I could 
see all of that fire, and that smoke and stuff, it was just- it made us 
feel terrible because we knew that we had been defeated, terribly. 


14:10 
CD: Were you part of the getting the Nevada back into shape to go 
out to sea? 


WD: No, at that time I was in the dispersing office, and as the sh- 
when the ship settled to the bottom we took all the money from our uh 
safe, all of our pay records for all the crew, we took ‘em ashore and uh 
we stayed at the Naval, the receiving station there at the...for two 
days I believe. Then we went over to the sub-base and they gave us a 
little office and a safe to put all of our mon- the ship’s money in, and 
we um... In the next ten days we transferred over 1000 men from the 
Nevada to other ships, and we kept about 350 men ashore onboard. 
(25:09) Now for the next...two months, just think of this, a terrible 


thing, they had to plug the holes on the Nevada, and pump the water 
out, get down in there and clean it out, and then get underway. We- 
the ship was raised February 12, 1942. It was cleaned out, it went into 
dry dock uh to be further repaired, and uh have the whole in the w- 
torpedo hole plugged, and uh secured. And then we departed for 
Bremerton, Washington, where we arrived May 1, 1942 for complete 
repair. 


15:57 
CD: That’s quite a feat. 


WD: It was, and at that time we had only about 350 men aboard. And 
uh I was a second-class storekeeper at that time, and would you 
believe, this will just stop you, I had to stand watches during that 
time, normally I didn’t, heh heh. 


16:21 
CD: Where would you stand watch? 


WD: Way up on the bow. I had to look, uh look for any mines that 
might be floating out in the ocean there. And I had to s-stand uh 
watches up there on the way back. It was very cold and nasty. I said, 
“T don’t like this.” 


16:43 
CD: What happened that evening? Where were you, what did you 
hear, what did you see the evening of December 7? 


16:51 

WD: Well, December 7...We had uh... I was still aboard, I was still 
aboard, and uh I didn’t get off till, I guess I got off the ship uh the 
following day. And uh, we’re settled to the bottom, and I want you to 
know, we’re very, very fortunate. As I say we lost only 50 sailors, 
Navy personnel, and seven marines that were killed, 50- a total of 57. 
And I just stayed aboard that night, but the next day we went ashore, 
and took all of our money and pay records with us over to, we went 
over to the sub-base eventually to take care of... And we paid our crew 
regularly, and uh at that time it was all cash that we were paying, and 
uh we transferred, as I said, over a thousand men in the next ten days 
to other ships to bring ‘em up to full compliment. 


18:07 
CD: What's the one thing from December 7", 1941 that is most vivid 
in your mind? What do you remember the most? 


18:24 


WD: Well, probably the one, that really caught my attention more 
than anything, and that's a good question. When I was down in the 
magazine with the three ammunition passers, when that torpedo hit 
us and then the water started coming in at that time I knew 
something serious was happening. I can't say that I was scared, but I 
was really worried about whether the ship would survive or not. And 
then we got underway and we started down the channel and by that 
time we'd been flooded out of our magazine and I was up on the third 
deck. And as we moved down the channel the second wave of planes 
came over and we were hit with five to seven bombs and you could 
feel everyone of those dag gum things hit and making a terrible 
explosion and uh noise and it really jarred things a terribly and we 
knew then we were in trouble, but yes it concerned me for sure. 


19:41 
CD: Did you loose any buddies that day? 


19:42 

WD: I did, I did. I lost several. Not close ones, but there were two in 
my division they were up , see the supply people and supply, their job 
at general quarters, they went to ammunition supply, they were 
supply so that's all we did was gp to the magazines or at the different 
hoists that took the ammunition up top side so we had two or three 
maybe half a dozen people way up on, on the um, right by the anti- 
aircraft guns where the bullets came up, shells came up and we had 
two or three were killed up there at that time. Really. 


20:27 
CD: Do you remember their names your buddies? 


20:28 
WD: No, I don't now. I got them in a book at home, but I don't 
remember them. I don't remember them. 


<<sneeze>> 


20:37 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 


20:41 

WD: Well it's so different now. There's really no comparison, 'cause 
we had all the battleships were there and we thought they were the 
greatest thing going nobody could everybody destroy them, but the, 
that afternoon our opinions had changed considerably because most 
of them had either been hit or sunk or one or the other. All eight of 

them had been hit and uh, the Oklahoma and the Arizona never 


recovered on the other side of the island the old USS Utah witch was 
a target ship it was hit by two torpedoes and it rolled over and it's still 
laying there right now. Have you ever seen it? Have you seen it? The 
Utah? 


21:42 
CD: Not the Utah. 


WD: It's on the other side of the island from the Arizona and uh they 
still have 58 men entombed in that. And it's becoming rustier and 
nastier looking all the time, but it's still there. And they're not going 
to move it out or recover it, it needs to be torn down I guess but as I 
say 58 men were still entombed. 


22:13 
CD: Do you go back to the Arizona Memorial? 


22:15 

WD: I go every year we've been there, we go to the December 7" 
service every December for the past fourteen years and it used to be 
on the Arizona, but there is so many people go to the service now, it's 
at uh one of the I forget the name of the pier it's on keyhole pier or 
something like that where they can handle several thousand people on 
the, on the Arizona they couldn't handle more than 300 at the there 
just wasn't room on deck there, but uh, we go every, every year. We're 
all set for this year. 


22:58 
CD: When you're out on that memorial standing over that ship what 
thoughts go through your mind? 


23:04 

WD: Well I know that there are still I just heard this on the news, I 
didn't know how many but they were talking the other day on 
something I forget, but there's 900, their bodies were never 
recovered, they're still in the ship. There were a total of 1,177 killed 
and there's still 900, that were destroyed in the ship, when it caught 
on fire and blew up, they were all destroyed completely, but 900 of 
them. It's hard to believe. It's bad. Breaks your heart. You think about 
it and you stand there and look over the side every few seconds a 
bubble of oil comes up from the, the Arizona there's still 60,000 
barrels of oil in the old battleship down there. 


24:11 
CD: What do those bubbles represent to you? 


24:14 

WD: Well, It just, people have said there's one that comes up every 
day for the people that were killed. A bubble, just a little bubble of oil 
comes up, that represents one of the people that were killed 
December 7". I don't know if that's true or not, I know it isn't but it's a 
thought at any rate. 


24:43 
<<interruption>> 


25:00 
CD: There are a lot of people that go to that memorial every year. 
Over a million and a half. 


WD: That's right. That's what I hear 


25:18 

CD: Someone who lived through that day, someone who saw that day 
and fought that day what would you want to say to those people who 
go out there to try to find something about the Arizona 


25:33 

WD: Well the first thing, we'd say we hope it never happens again 
and we have to respect these gentlemen or these fellas that are 
entombed in the ship and their bodies were never recovered. It makes 
you stop and think strongly. God bless their souls. That's for sure 
because they didn't have a chance to defend themselves that bomb hit 
the ship and it blew up completely they didn't have a chance to defend 
themselves. It's very sad. 


26:17 
CD: What's the lesson for the country about that day from a 
preparedness point of view? 


26:25 

WD: Well things are different now I think because, uh, I don't know, 
it seems that the, the um, the commands are at a such higher more, I 
really don't know the answer to that, it's just one of these things that 
only happens once in a lifetime and you just hope that it never 
happens again. But don't really, I don't know the answer on that. 
Really. Sorry. 


27:03 
CD: If you had a chance to speak to one of those Japanese pilots who 
flew that day, what would you say to them? 


27:10 

WD: Well you know, they've uh, they've come over several times, I've 
never uh, i've never met one, if I ever met one and he wanted to shake 
hands, I'd shake his hand, but I'd say “that's it, I don't want anything 
to do with him”. I realize they were working under orders the same as 
I was, but uh, I wanted nothing to do with them, I would shake there 
hand and that's it, but I wouldn't get into any conversation him. I 
wouldn't want to be involved. And that's the truth. 


27:53 
CD: Is there anything about that day that I haven't covered? 


28:01 
WD: No you've covered quite well, I don't know any more answers. 


CD: I'm sure you do. 


WD: But uh, the whole crew the uh the write up on it there was no 
crew members that did not perform their functions that day. They all 
went to their battle stations. They all performed as they were 
supposed to and there were no acts of cowardice and I think that was 
a great step right there. Because that was a very fatal day for many of 
them. 


28:38 
CD: How has surviving Pearl Harbor changed you Woody? 


28:42 

WD: Well I survived that's the main thing I stayed in the navy I uh 
made chief in four years and nine months, I uh, stayed complete 
twenty years and uh we defeated the Japanese, of the 32 ships that 
attacked Pearl Harbor, six carriers, two battleships, several cruisers 
and a lot of destroyers and tankers of the 32 ships they were every 
one sunk except one destroyer that was badly injured, badly damaged 
so we took care of what needed to be taken care of, and the thing that 
always interested me, I didn't think they had this many people, when 
they attacked Pearl Harbor they had took over the Philipines they 
attacked all the coast of China down into the Dutch East Indies they, 
they just went everywhere and we know what they were after they 
were after oil more than anything because they had none of there 
own. It was determined if they had not got oil somewhere else by the 
middle of 1943 they would have run out of oil, fuel for there ships and 
for their home base. So uh, that taught them big lesson right there, 
but we took, we cleaned up on them. 


30:42 


CD: Woody thank you so much for your time today. 


30:42 
WD: You're entirely welcome. And I hope I haven't told you any uh, 
sea stories, but I uh, truth as best I can that's all I can do 


